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A LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


"Not often do I indulge in letters to the 
newspapers. But I am so fully in agreement with 
your editorial in the August News Letter, 'MAK# NO 
LITTLE PLANS,' that for once I shall break custom. 

"While admitting the expediency, and sometimes 
the necessity, of making emergency or short-time 
planless programs in the sense of placing obvious- 
ly first things first, I have consistently main- 
tained that making long-range public works programs 
without benefit of a comprehensive planis not only 
futile but quite likely to be positively detrimen- 
tal to acommunity's best interests - financial and 
otherwise. 

"There are those who maintain that the effort 
to prepare long-range improvement programs in the 
absence of plans will be convincing of the need 
for plans. I believe that a contrary result is 
more likely, especially when a planning agency 
steps up to initiate program-making before doing 
the comprehensive planning job, without an explana- 
tion that the desirable procedure would be quite 
otherwise. 

"I am quite agreed as to the desirability of 
assembling a shelf of public works now as a pre- 
caution for better post-defense or post-war econo- 
mic conditions, but the memory of the 1934-1935 
‘inventory' is still fresh in my mind and I think 
it unnecessary to repeat that kind of performance. 
Then the plea was 'no time for planning.' We are 
now ina somewhat better position to judge the 
merits of many classes of public works than we were 
six years ago, but we need a lot more planning to 
doaproper programming job and, above all, we need 
to get the idea across that programming without 
planning is an expedient and not a solution; and 
we need to break down the idea that again there is 
no time for planning. Let the planners, so far as 
they have opportunity, work like hell to bolster 
Programs with adequate plans. My guess is that we 
will have at least three years in which to make 
that contribution - if we are not periodically di- 
verted into making snap judgments onalot of grab- 
bag projects. 

"To add still further to the current 
fusion, 


of federal aids to local planning. 


con- 


there is cropping up again this question 
In theory, as 





indicated by the proposed (perhaps now enacted) 
amendment to the Unemployment Stabilization Act, 
authorizing and financing the NEPB to give what 
appear to be cash grants-in-aid for local planning, 
the idea seems to be to leave much of the initia- 
tive and responsibility with the localities - which 
I think is most promising of effective progress. 
In practice, as coming to me from various sources, 
procedure may be to loan planning technicians, 
either directly or through state planning boards. 
I doubt whether, under present circumstances, the 
latter procedure would get anywhere, and I think 
quite likely it would prove disastrous to both 
planning and the planning profession. 

"It goes back in part to the shortage of com- 
petent planners. The job of the roving technician, 
if it is to be done well, requires an unusual com- 
petency and aconsiderable background of experience. 
There are few qualified men, and they can be ob- 
tained only by being attracted from other jobs, 
where presumably they are already usefully em- 
ployed, by a salary which I anticipate the NRP 
will not be willing or able to pay. 

"A part of the idea seems to be that of giving 
demonstrations. The kind of demonstration to be 
put on by the average low-salaried cub may be cal- 
culated to be completely effective in "demonstrat— 
ing" to the victim and others that no planning is 
the better part of wisdom. 

"I wouldn't worry about this and alotof other 
things inthe wind if the general public had devel- 
oped any power of discrimination or judgment in 
planning matters. If that condition prevailed, 
every method and every planner could stand or fall 
on its own merits without danger of sending the 
whole idea and the rest of us tumbling after. As 
things now stand, all planning is judged by the 
planner who appears on the local scene and by the 
work he does. Demonstrations? One of the reasons 
why local planning moves so slowly is that we have 
had too many bad demonstrations. 

"I know well enough that we planners are on 
the spot and will have to domore than sit back and 
howl." 

Russell Van Nest Black, 
New Jersey State 


Consultant, 
Planning Board. 


PLANNING IN GREAT BRITAIN 


A letter just received from George L. Pepler 
of the Ministry of Health in London, says: "Na- 
tional planning is receiving a good deal of atten- 
tion. Lord Reith has been instructed to investi- 
gate the problem onthe assumptions: 'That the 
principle of planning will be accepted as national 
policy and that some central planning authority 
will be required; that this authority will proceed 
on a positive policy for such matters as agricul- 
ture, industrial development, and transport; that 
some services will require treatment on a national 
basis, some regionally and some locally.' 

"... a good deal of preliminary work has been 
done, both on this subject and in relation to re- 
construction of the bombed areas. With regard to 
the latter, the two main problems are: (1) How to 
cope with the situation so that it may not be 
prejudiced while schemes are being prepared; and 
(2) How to make it possible to carry out sound 
schemes of reconstruction." 

It now appears probable that planning author- 
ities will be given complete interim control, sub- 
ject to central guidance, probably by way of reg- 
ional government officers. With respect to prob- 
lem 2, it appears essential to consolidate owner- 
ship; the simplest way of achieving this will be 
by local authorities purchasing the areas to be 
reconstructed. 


ASSOCIATION FOR PLANNING AND 
REGIONAL RECONSTRUCTION 


We have just received Broadsheet No. 1 pro- 
viding general information regarding the above 
named association which has been formed to make a 
"practical contribution towards the solution of 
the many problems of post-war development and re- 
construction. ... The emphasis of its activities 
lies essentially ontechnical research into current 
and coming problems, andthe results of its work 
are available to all. ... 

"The Association believes that responsibility 
for reconstruction after the war must be accepted 
by local and regional bodies, all over thecountry, 
and not only by central departments in London. ... 
Its object is to serve asacenter for regional re- 
search, to advise and suggest but not to control, 
to correlate experience but notto compete with in- 
stitutions or organizations operating in any spe- 
cific field of activity. ... The Association issues 
printed broadsheets setting out ... tentative re- 
sults of each piece of research." 


DETROIT AUTHORIZED TO PROCEED 
WITH MASTER PLAN 


The Common Council of the city of Detroit 
has made an appropriation of $15,000 for the re- 
mainder of the current calendar year to authorize 
the City Plan Commission to proceed with the prep- 
aration of a master plan. It is anticipated that 
$40,000 will be made availanle for the remainder 
of the current fiscal year. 
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DEFENSE OF THE HAMPTON ROADS 


Remarkable for its clarity and forthright 
statements is a recent report entitled Defense of 
the Hampton Roads submitted to the President by 
James H. Price, Governor of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. 

"The deadliest saboteur of national defense 
which our Rearmament Program has encountered to 
date is not the fifth columnist, not the striker in 
defense industry, not the shortage of strategic 
materials - it is congestion and confusion in the 
centers of defense production. ... Conditions in 
defense centers are definitely impeding the defense 
program. Inadequate and unsanitary housing, short- 
age of hospital facilities, lack of clean recrea- 
tional programs, overcrowding of school facilities, 
gross overloading of sewage disposal facilities, 
and the inordinate congestion of street and highway 
traffic are taking aheavy toll in disease, injury, 
social maladjustment, personal inefficiency, con- 
fusion and delay. ... In the faceof an enemy whose 
main strength lies in his extraordinary powers of 
planning and integrated execution of large and con 
plicated operations, the weakness of our own pro- 
gram in this regardis the cause of grave misgiving 
and alarm." 

As an illustration of the confusion caused by 
having numerous agencies working on un-coordinated 
programs, the report calls attention to a recently 
constructed housing project bordering on a very 
important military access highway which is already 
overtaxed with troops, supply trucks, and defense 
laborers; yet to that load will be added the auto- 
mobiles of the people living in the new housing 
project, plusall the necessary passenger and school 
buses and the delivery, grocery, garbage and other 
trucks. The report says, "The same project was not 
located with proper regard to schools; now funds 
will have to be expended either for a new school 
or for school buses tocarry the children to exist- 
ing schools." The report proposes a coordinated 
program dealing with the day-to-day administrative 
routine, the preparation of emergency planning for 
the development of the area for the next five or 
six years, a long-range plan for the future growth 
of the area and the change-over to a peacetime mil- 
itary center. A proposed organization of staff to 
prepare the emergency plans is outlined. It is sug- 
gested that this be a cooperative effort of local, 
state, and federal agencies. 


PORTSMOUTH AND NATIONAL DEFENSE 


The Portsmouth Herald (New Hampshire) has is- 
sued in pamphlet form a reprint of a series of 
twelve articles which comprise a clear statement 
of the problems which have been created in the area 
by defense industries. Among the subjects con- 
sidered are: industrial expansion, population, 
water, education, health, transportation, fire pro- 
tection, police protection, recreation, and com 
munity welfare. The last chapter is devoted to & 
consideration of the future of the area when the 
defense program has been completed. 
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OFFICE OF CIVILIAN DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


August 13, 1941 


Mr. Walter H. Blucher, Executive Director 
American Society of Planning Officials 
1313 East Sixtieth Street 

Chicago, Illinois 


Dear Mr. Blucher: 


I wish to thank you indeed for the tender 
of the services cf the American Society of Planning 
Officials. I am notifying our regional offices 
to get in touch with your organization in their 
respective regions in an effort to utilize your 
services. I would appreciate your officials con- 
tacting the local council of defense in their 
respective cities, as I believe that through 
cooperation we can all contribute to this great 
job of planning our civilian defense. 


Again thanking you for the tender of your 
services, I am 


Sincerely yours, 


‘ho 


F. H. LaGuardia 
U. S. Director Civilian Defense 


STANDARDS FOR DEFENSE PROJECTS 


Following is an extract of a statement sub- 
mitted by the representatives ofthe Virginia State 
Planning Board, the Virginia Defense Council, and 
the Regional Office of NRPB, as members of the Re- 
view Board for Virginia, for applications under 
the Lanham Conmunity Facilities Act. 

Principles to be Observed in the Financing of 
Community Facilities in the Area: 

















HAMPTON ROADS REGIONAL DEFENSE 
COUNCIL—REORGANIZATION 


The Governor of Virginia has approved a com- 
prehensive program for the reorganization of the 
Hampton Roads Regional Defense Council. Its work 
will be greatly increased in scope. With an in- 
crease in budget, the organization will be divided 
into four divisions - the Administrative Division, 
The Statistical Division, the Technical Division, 
and the Committee Operations Division - all func- 
tioning under an Executive Officer. 

Of greatest interest to planners will be the 
work of the Technical Division, which will analyze 
recommendations of operating committees in co- 
operation with local officials and determine the 
effects of such recommendations upon the locality. 
It will analyze future housing needs in terms of 
potential site, utility demands, highway needs, and 
other community services. It will keep current an 
inventory of military defense needs, will inventory 
Civilian defense needs, and assist in preparing 
civilian defense programs. It will offer an ad- 
Visory service on the drafting and enforcement of 
emergency regulations, particularly those relating 
to building, construction, zoning, and subdivision. 

The Council has been functioning for nine 
months; it has been working closely with officials 
in the area, the State Planning Board, and the 
National Resources Planning Board. It now has an 
executive committee composed of the chairman of the 
Council, the city managers of Norfolk, Portsmouth, 
and Newport News, the three chief military and 
and four citizen members. 


officials in the area, 


1. Community facilities requirements attributable 
to defense must include not only those which will 
serve the population increment resulting from de- 
fense activities during the present emergency, but 
also those which will serve a substantial propor- 
tion of the normal population, wherever a large 
part of the latter is related directly or indirect- 
ly to permanent defense activities. 

2. Even though communities benefit from incomes 
received by persons engaged in defense and related 
activities, exemption from taxation of governmen- 
tally owned establishments seriously affects the 
tax base. 

3. Consideration must be given to a fair division 
of capital costs, not only the relative proportions 
of the need attributable to defense activities and 
to normal community requirements projected reason- 
ably ahead, but also the extent to which the lo- 
cality may be called upon to provide maintenance 
and operation. 

4. Facilities should be of permanent construction 
to the extent that they will serve permanent com- 
munity and defense needs; in excess of this extent 
they should be of temporary construction. 

5. Consideration should be given to the probable 
increase in available revenues to the state and 
localities as a result ofthe defense impact, fully 
recognizing the delay in the cash actually being 
realized by the various units of government. 

Planning Considerations in the Area: 

1. Both because of the strategic importance of the 
entire Hampton Roads area to national defense, and 
because of the close physical, economic and social 
inter-relationships within the area, projects for 
individual community facilities cannot be compe- 
tently considered except in relation to the needs 
of the area as a whole. 

2. The only way in which such consideration can 
properly be given is in relation to comprehensive 
regional plans for the entire area and to compre- 
hensive community plans developed within the frame- 
work of such regional plans. 

3. In the absence of comprehensive regional and 
community plans for the area, the Priorities Board 
was forced to consider projects on the basis of 
such plans and such supporting data as were avail- 
able and, to a considerable extent, as matters of 
expediency, being guided by relative urgencies. 

4. In doing this, the Board is aware that de- 
cisions may be made which will not be in accord 
with the best principles of regional and community 
planning. The best thing that the Board can say 
of such possibilities is that it has been forced 
to do an expedient job to care for emergency needs 
and has not had anopportunity to do a planning job. 








79 






















































































LOS ANGELES ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 


In the August issue of the News Letter we re- 
printed in its entirety the recent charter amend- 
ment of the city of Los Angeles providing for a 
Department of City Planning and for the office of 
Zoning Administrator. 

The state constitution of California does not 
permit court review by certiorari of acts of an ad- 
ministrative board. As a consequence the customary 
procedure with respect to variances and zoning 
boards of appeal or adjustment has not been follow- 
ed in California. Ina number of instances city 
planning commissions have acted as zoning boards 
of appeal, or committees have been established with- 
in the city planning commission to act in such a 
capacity. Because of the vast amount of building 
going on in certain parts of California it has 
been found that planning commissions in some in- 
stances have had to spend allof their time dealing 
with zoning variances. The procedure has been for 
the commission to hold a hearing and then report 
its findings to the legislative body. The new 
zoning procedure inLos Angeles endeavors to partly 
conform to the practice ina number of eastern 
states by setting up the position of Zoning Admin- 
istrator and a board of zoning appeals. 

Petitions for zoning variances in the first 
instance go to the Zoning Administrator, who is 
authorized to issue a variance if he makes a find- 
ing that certain conditions prevail. Thus the 
Zoning Administrator in Los Angeles will function 
in somewhat the same capacity as a board of zoning 
appeals in other states. An appeal may be taken 
from the Zoning Administrator to the board of zon- 
ing appeals, which will function ina semi-judicial 
capacity. 

Huber E. Smutz is acting as Zoning Administra- 


tor in the Department of City Planning. Mayor 
Bowren has appointed a board of zoning appeals 


consisting of Mr. Charles D. Scott, present presi- 
dent of the City Planning Commission and a retired 
attorney, Mr. B. 0. Miller, president of one of 
the leading real estate firms and past-president 
of the Realty Board, and Judge William Hazlett, 
retired. The revised zone plan, including the 
regulations covering the duties of the Zoning Ad- 
ministrator have just been published as ordinance 
No. 77,000, Chapter 1, Article 2ofthe Los Angeles 
Municipal Code. 


CONSOLIDATION OF DIVISION 
OF METROPOLITAN PLANNING 


Effective September 1, the Division of Metro- 
politan Planning of the Conmonwealth of Massachu- 
setts was merged with the Massachusetts State Plan- 
ning Board. 

The State Planning Board will continue to in- 
vestigate the matter of transportation facilities 
in the metropolitan district. Membership of the 
State Planning Board was increased by one member - 
the Metropolitan District Commissioner or a repre- 
sentative designated by him from the personnel of 
his department. 
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CONCORD REVISES ITS ZONING ORDINANCE 


The city of Concord, New Hampshire, has re. 
vised its zoning ordinance and has provided sever. 
al significant changes. 

There is a section dealing with the conver. 
sion of existing dwellings. This permits any dwell- 
ing ina General Residence or Agricultural dis. 
trict to be altered to provide for from two to four 
families, provideditmeets certain requirements as 
to volume and yard area. The ordinance also sets 
up an Agricultural district and a new Civic dis- 
trict. Significantly enough, 87 per cent of the 
area of the community is allocated to agricultural 
use. Most of this came from what was previously a 
General Residence district. Single Residence has 
been increased from .56 per cent of the total land 
area to 1.90. General Residence has been decreased 
from 94.37 per cent to 7.25¢per cent. As stated 
above, most of the General Residence has been 
changed to Agricultural. The Industrial district 
has been decreased from 1.61 per cent to .63 per 
cent of the total land area. James M. Langley is 
chairman of the Board; Gustaf H. Lehtinen is di- 
rector. 


TRUCKING ROUTES IN ST. PAUL 


After ayear's work bythe City Planning Board, 
the city of St. Paul has adopted a truck routing 
ordinance. Truck routes are snown on the map which 
appears below. Dotted lines show truck routes 
along streetcar lines. This was an amendment adopt- 
ed by the Council over objection by the Planning 
Board; reason for the objection was the fact that 
there are 385 miles of residences on these carlines, 
Larger trucks are prohibited in downtown alleys 
unless they have a full load for delivery. In 
other cases they must unload at terminals and trans- 
fer to smaller trucks. Streets are not marked, 
but a trucking route map is furnished by the city 
clerk to every applicant who desires one. The or- 
dinance was passed after many hearings with the 
trucking representatives. George H. Herrold is 
Planning Engineer of the City Planning Board. 
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OPEN CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATIONS 
FOR PLANNING POSITIONS 


The Civil Service Commission of Detroit 
has announced a number of civil service exami- 
nations to be held on September 25, 1941, with 
residence requirements waived. The examina- 
tions will be held "as close to the residence 
of the applicant as possible." 

There are four positions to be filled un- 
der the head of City Planning Assistant; the 
induction salary is $2,040 per year. There are 
four positions as Junior City Planning Analyst 
with induction salaries of $2,640 per year. 
Two positions as Assistant City Planning Ana- 
lyst will be filled at induction salaries of 
$3,600 per year. 

The positions of Associate City Planning 
Analyst, at $4,200 per year, and City Planning 
Analyst, at $5,000 per year (one each), also 
will be filled. All of these examinations 
specify male applicants. 

Application must be made on an official 
blank, which may be obtained at the offices of 
the Civil Service Commission, 15th Floor, Water 
Board Building, (735 Randolph Street, Detroit, 
Michigan. The final filing date is September 
eighteenth. 








From time to time 


OUR FOREIGN MEMBERS 


we will 


print brief brog- 


raphies of ASPO members who live outside the United 


States. 





LUIS V. MIGONE, of 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
civil engineer, graduated 
from the College of Ex- 
act, Physical and Natural 
Sciences in 1918. Since 
1933 he has beena member 
of the Board of the Ar- 
gentine Center of Engi- 
neers, of which he is now 
president. 

For more than twenty 
years he has been con- 
nected with the Argentine 
Ecclesiastical Court, for 
whom he has_ construct- 
ed numerous churches and 
asylums. In addition, 
more than 120 apartment 





buildings have been constructed under his personal 


supervision. 
prize 
those years. 

Mr. Migone was the 


la Construccion" (Chamber of Construction), 
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AFTER DEFENSE- 
WHAT? 


FULL EMPLOYMENT 


SECURITY 


UP-BUILDING AMERICA 


POST-DEFENSE PLANNING 





PRELIMINARY OBJECTIVES 


One: We must plan for full employment, for 
maintaining the national income at 100 billion dol- 
lars a year, at least, a point we shall reach by 1944, 
rather than to let it slip back to 80, or 70, or 60 billion 


dollars again. In other words, we shall plan to bal- 
ance our national production-consumption budget at 
a high level with full employment, not at a low level 
with mass unemployment 

Two: We must plan to do this without requiring 
work from youth who should be in school, the aged 
who should be relieved if they wish it, and women 
who choose to make their contribution in the home, 
and without asking anyone to work regularly in 
mines, factories, transportation or offices more than 
40 hours a week or 50 weeks a year, or to sacrifice the 
wage standards which have been set. 

Three: We must plan to decentralize post- 
defense emergency activities as far as possible: to use 
to the utmost our system of modified free enterprise 
with its voluntary employment, its special reward 
for effort, imagination. and improvement, its elastic- 
ity and competition: and to advance cooperatively 
under national and governmental leadership. 

Four: We must plan to enable every human being 
within our boundaries to realize progressively the 
promise of American life in food, shelter, clothing. 
medical care. education. work, rest, home life, op- 
portunity to advance, adventure, and the basic 
freedom: 

Five: We must plan to make Up-Building 
America the keynote of the post-defense program. 
including both construction activities which will add 
to the National Estate and service activities which 
will end malnutrition. and increase the vitality. 
health, skill, productivity, knowledge, and happiness 
of the American people, and thus add to our wealth 
and well-being 
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"After Defense What?” 


On two occasions he was awarded the 
for the best building 


constructed during 


originator of "Camara de 
which 
was created for the pur- 
pose of exchanging ideas 
on, and improving methods 
of, construction of build- 
ings. In 1938 he was ap- 
pointed by the Munici- 
pality of Buenos Aires and 
by the Argentine Center of 
Engineers as their repre- 
sentative at the First 
Chilean Congress of Urban 
Affairs. 

In April 1939 he was 
designated by the Treasury 
Department of the Argen- 
tine Republic to study in 
the United States of Amer- 
ica the methods and sys- 
tems used for valuing 
property and condemning 
property and assessing 
benefits. He represented 
the Argentine Center of 
Engineers at the Pan-Amer- 
ican Congress of Housing, 
and on behalf of the City 
of Buenos Aires made a 
study of building regula- 
tions in America. 

He has written a num- 
ber of books and articles, 
but the one best known to 
us is Las Ctudades de Los 
EE. UU. 
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PERSONALS 





Charles B. Bennett, City Planner and Secretary 
of the City Planning Division of the Board of Pub- 
lic Land Commissioners, Milwaukee, has been ap- 
pointed City Planning Director of the Los Angeles 
City Plan Commission, effective September l. 





T. Ledyard Blakeman, formerly Planning Tech- 
nician for the Virginia State Planning Board, has 
been appointed Planning Engineer for the New Jersey 
State Planning Board. 





Frederick P. Clark, who has served the New 
Hampshire State Planning and Development Commission 
as Planning Director, has been appointed Executive 
Director in responsible charge of all the activi- 
ties of the Commission. 





Donald C. Geake, City Planner of the city of 
Waukesha, Wisconsin, has resigned to accept a posi- 
tion with the Federal Housing Administration. John 
Beatty, formerly with the Illinois Highway Depart- 
ment of Landscape Engineering, has been appointed 
City Planner of Waukesha. 





Barbara Terrett, formerly Assistant to the 
Director of ASPO, is now in Washington serving as 
Associate Program Analyst of the Public Service 
Section of the Public Work Reserve. 


BUREAU OF URBAN RESEARCH—PRINCETON 


A Bureau of Urban Research has been created at 
Princeton University with Melville C. Branch, Jr., 
as director. It will help coordinate and integrate 
research and information in urban fields and con- 
duct research on its own account. 

Immediate activities will include(a) develop- 
ing a svecial analytic reference to documents con- 
cerning urban problems, (b) research and the en- 
couragement of research in the underlying struc- 
tural interrelationships and form of cities, and 
(c) serving as a clearinghouse of information and 
research for those concerned with city problems. 
A future expanded program is expected to include 
the sponsorship of conferences, advisory assistance 
to governmental officers and agencies, and asgsis- 
tance to advanced students of urban affairs. 

Formation of the Bureau has resulted in large 
part from a belief that the solution of many urban 
problems has been hindered by a lack of integra- 
tion of the many complex factors involved. It is 
felt that a valuable contribution can be made by 
an agency which can help scholars and practicing 
experts in urban fields to coordinate their work. 

Located at Princeton, ina highly urbanized 
area, the Bureau expects to benefit from close as- 
sociation with well-established departments and 
schools in the University and from excellent facil- 
ities for field study. Its work will be guided in 
part by an advisory committee consisting of Walter 
Curt Behrendt, Jay Downer, CharlesW. Eliot, Arthur 
C. Holden, Lewis Mumford, Alfred Rheinstein, W. W. 
Riefler, and Stephen F. Voorhees. 
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ANNUAL REPORTS 


Community Planning in Tennessee; A Progress Report 
for the Year July 1, 1940 - June 30, 10941: Tennes- 
see State Planning Commission, Nashville; Willian 
D. Price, executive director. 142pp.plano.maps, 
charts. (A remarkable record of the local planning 
accomplished in Tennessee through the cooperation 
of the State Planning Commission, the Tennessee 
Valley Authority, and others. The report proves 
how extensive a planning program can be where there 
is a will todo planning even though the funds 
available are very small.) 








State Planning, 1929 and 1940, Maryland State Plan- 
ning Commisston: Latrobe Hall, The Johns Hopkins 
University, baltimore; I. Alvin Pasarew, director, 
53pp.illus.maps,tables,graphs. 50¢. (Four major 
studies were completed during this period: a long- 
term program of state improvements, a survey of 
recreational areas, a study of problems of medical 
care, and four additional volumes of the economic 
studies of the state.) 








Des Moines, Iowa, City Plan and Zoning Commissiva, 
Thirteenth Annual Report, 1940-1941: Mrs. Edyth 
Howard, executive secretary. 34pp.mimeo. (Contains 
reports of the Platting Committee, Civic Art, Parks 
and Recreation Committee, Streets and Boulevards 
Committee, and the Zoning Committee. Thirty-three 
plats were presented for approval during the year. 
With a population of 160,000, Des Moines has an 
area of 55 square miles, which is larger than the 
area of San Francisco. The report also contains 
excerpts from the state law providing for planning, 
as well as a financial statement.) 








Annual Report to the Commission Council of New 
Orleans from the City Planning and Zoning Commis- 
ston for the Year 1940: Allison Owen, chairman; 
Anne Kobertson, secretary. 39pp.hecto. (This re- 
port describes specifically the zoning changes 
sought and made; about 1,200 calls were made to 
the office. This is the only annual report which 
has come to our attention that specifically shows 
the amount of stenographic work done and the time 
allocated to the various studies and projects in 
the office.) 











Annual Report of the City Planning Commission of 
Oakland, California, 1940-1941: John G. Marr, city 
planning engineer. 25pp.mimeo.maps. (The Board 
of Adjustments handled 1,043 cases, of which 75) 
were granted. The average number of cases per 
meeting was 19.7. The Commission acted on a number 
of special studies, including defense problems.) 





Thirty-fourth Annual Report of the Board of County 
Road Commissioners of Wayne County, Michigan: 3800 
Barlum Tower, Detroit. Leroy C. Smith, county 
highway engineer. l0lpp.illus. (Well illustrated 
and one of the most comprehensive and interesting 
highway reports we have seen. It also includes 
reports on the Wayne County airport and the Wayne 
County park system.) 
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Alfred Bettman 1s on hits vacation. "Plan- 
‘ ning and Zoning Law and Legislation" notes will 
appear again in the October issue. 











WASHINGTON NEWS LETTER 
Richard E. Saunders, Correspondent 


Community Facilitres: In approving two lists of 
projects, the President has placed in operation 
the defense public works program authorized in le- 
gislation adopted by Congress several months ago. 
The total estimated cost of the 53 projects inclu- 
ded in the two lists is $12,946,887. With $150, 
000,000 available to finance the program, applica- 
tions totaling in excess of $395,000,000 have al- 
ready been received. As outlined by Federal Works 
Administrator Carmody, the official policy will be 
to give a preferential status "to the most urgent 

needs, particularly in the field of school facili- 
> ties, public health, and recreation for men in 
military camp areas." 





Financing Policy: Under the general pattern that 
is being established for this defense public works 
program, theentire cost of constructing recreation 
and community buildings or other facilities inten- 
ded to promote the welfare of men in the armed ser- 
vices is to be borne by the federal government. 
This is so regardless of whether the projects are 
sponsored by the Federal Works Agency itself or by 





alocal government. In the latter case, 100 per 
cent federal grants are made available. As to the 
public service type of project, the degree of fed- 
eral assistance is based on separate appraisals of 
each situation. Thus the grants are varied in ac- 
cordance with estimates as to the permanency of the 
need for new facilities and the ability ofthe com- 
munity to finance them. 





Defense Rehabilitation: To provide "short-cut" 
nousing in defense areas, FHA is promoting the mo- 
dernization and repair section of its program. The 
modernization section - or Title las it iscalled - 
was recently revised by Congress so as to encour- 
age renovation work that will make new family units 
available. Thus in converting a large single-fam- 
ily dwelling into multi-family units, the borrower 
may now obtain a maximum loan of $5,000 as compared 
to the former lending limit of $3,000 and may have 
five instead of three years to make repayment. In 
recognition of the importance of rehabilitation 
work of this sort to the defense housing program, 
the Federal Reserve Board has agreed to exempt the 
loans from the restrictions it has imposed on in- 
stallment credit. To obtain such exemption, how- 
ever, the Defense Housing Coordinator must certify 
that the loans have a bearing on the defense pro- 
gram. In giving the necessary clearance, the De- 
fense Housing Coordinator is expected to follow 
{ @:° broad policy of approving any loan that results 

N placing a housing unit on the market that would 
Otherwise not be there. That is to say, this fa- 
vored status will not be limited to jobs involving 
the conversion of a house into two or more units. 








Temporary Housing: Taking a new approach to the 
problem of providing temporary housing facilities 
to meet sudden demands in defense centers, the Farm 
Security Administration, working in cooperation 
with the Division of Defense Housing Coordination, 
has hit upon the idea of purchasing standard pre- 
fabricated houses and partitioning each into two 
units. Each unit of the resulting duplex house 
comprises a combined living room and kitchen, a 
bedroom and a bathroom. Advantages claimed are 
that a more attractive house is provided that over- 
comes local objections to trailers or the more 
makeshift type of temporary housing first used and 
that the units have ahigh reclamation value. After 
the emergency, the’ partition is removed, one bath- 
room taken out, and a desirable two-bedroom house 
with a full kitchen results. 





Defense Highways: In sustaining the President's 
veto of the $320,000,000 defense highway bill, 
Congress has brought to an end #ts initial efforts 
to pass legislation on the subject. The President 
objected to the apportionment provision that would 
have alloted funds to the states for improving the 
strategic network on the same basis as funds are 
alloted under the regular federal aid act. His 
contention is that critical deficiencies in high- 
ways or bridges that require prompt action in the 
interest of national defense cannot reasonably be 
related tothe apportionment provision ofthe exist- 
ing act that is based on such factors as population. 
He also expressed opposition to the size of the 
fund for this work, which Congress increased from 
the $25,000,000 he recommended to $125,000,000. A 
new compromise bill has passed the Senate but re- 
mains to be acted upon in the House. It calls for 
$50,000,000 to be apportioned among the states for 
work on the strategic network and another $25,000,- 
000 to be used for the same purpose without appor- 
tionment. 





Truman Report: Reporting on its investigation of 
the defense program, the special committee of the 
Senate headed by Senator Truman of Missouri criti- 
cizes the War Department for not having prepared 
plans in advance for constructing cantonments and 
other traininz facilities. The committee believes 
that General Somervell, Chief of the Construction 
Division of the Quartermaster Corps "was conserva- 
tive in estimating that $100,000,000 could have 
been saved if plans had been made in advance." In 
its opinion, "the principal reason for the inabil- 
ity to make proper estimates and for the undue ex- 
pense ofthe program was the lack of adequate plans, 
and the failure to use such information as was 
available." 

To improve matters, the committee recommends 
the creation of a separate division in the War 
Department to be charged with the construction and 
maintenance of army camps and training facilities. 
The committee also believes that this new division 
should be constantly engaged in peace time as well 
as during periodsof military emergency in studying 
construction problems and in preparing worth-while 
plans. 
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BOOKS, PAMPHI!_ETS AND REPORTS 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON PLANNING, 1941. American 
Society of Planning Officials, 1313 East 60th 
Street, Chicago. 357pp. $2.00 to non-members. 
(Composed of 70 papers prepared by leading author- 
ities on such current problems as planning in 
national defense, urban redevelopment, agricultural 
planning and industrial location, this volume may 
be said to represent today's most advanced think- 
ing in the planning field.) 


RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE NaTIONAL COMMITTEE ON THE 
HCUSING EMEnGENCY; A Program for Action on Housing 
Defense Workers and Families of Low Income. Na- 
tional Committee on the Housing Emergency, 6 East 
45th Street, New York City. June 1941. l2pp.mimeo. 
(An excellent statement not only of housing needs, 
but of planning requirements for housing projects, 
drafted by a special committee consisting of Hugh 
R. Pomeroy, chairman, Harold S. Buttenheim, Thomas 
S. Holden, H. Tracy Kneeland, Loula D. Lasker, Al- 
bert Mayer and Coleman Woodbury.) 


HOUSE TRAILER REGULATION. American Municipal As- 
sociation, 1313 East Sixtieth Street, Chicago, Il- 
linois. 48pp.mimeo. July 1941. (This excellent 
report by AMA will help greatly tobring the reader 
up to date on trailer questions. Included are 
discussions of taxation, education, health prob- 
lems, and recent legislation.) 


MASTER PLAN OF LAND USE, INVENTORY AND CLASSIFICA- 
TION. Los Angeles County Regional Planning Commis- 
sion, 205 So. Broadway, Los Angeles; William J. 
Fox, chief engineer. July 1941. llOpp.maps,tables. 
(Major considerations of population, industry, ag- 
riculture, etc., are analyzed by area of use per 
thousand population, with details of area allow- 
ances for the transition to the master plan based 
on an ultimate population of 6,000,000.) 


MASTER PLAN OF HIGHWAYS: VOL. I, THE PLAN AND ITS 
PREPARATION. Los Angeles County Regional Planning 
Commission, 205 So. Broadway, Los Angeles; William 


J. Fox, chief engineer. July 1941. 96pp.maps, 
tables. (An explanation of the master plan for 
highways adopted February 1940. Population and 


automobile trends considered for future needs to- 
gether with typical designs for traffic and park- 
ing. A physical and financial program is included.) 


MASTER PLAN OF SHORELINE DEVELOPMENT. Department 
of City Planning, City Hall, Los Angeles; Glenn A. 
Rick, city planning director. July 1941. 33pp. 
mimeo.maps,tables. (Approves the regional master 
plan of shoreline development prepared by the Los 
Angeles Regional Planning Commission and recommends 
that land shown for acquisition be acquired and in 
the order outlined in a priority program.) 


WATEN RESOURCES OF NEbRASKA. 
ning Board, Lincoln; 
neer. 


Nebraska State Plan- 
W. H. Mengel, planning engi- 
Revised February 1941. 305pp.plano.maps. 
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PLANNING FOR AMERICA, George B. Galloway and As. 
sociates. Henry Holt and Company, New York City, 
7l3pp. College edition, $3; Trade edition, $j, 
(In no other single place will there be found as 
many views of what planning is, what it can accom 
plish, what our resources are, and how they are 
being used. The book is divided into seven sec. 
tions. First is an introduction by George B. Gal- 
loway, outlining the various agencies that have 
been doing planning in this country. The second 
chapter deals with the climate of opinion, and the 
third with psychological obstacles to planning, 

Part two is devoted to resources planning, with 
chapters on land planning by Gilbert F. White, 


water resources planning by Abel Wolman, planning 
for the energy resources by Ralph J. Watkins, 
science resources by Charles H. Judd, and tech- 


nology and planning by William F. Ogburn. 

Part three is devoted to economic planning 
and contains nine chapters. Part four, dealing 
with social planning, has a chapter on population 
policy, one on nutrition, another on housing by 
Jacob Crane, a chapter on education and planning 
by Paul R. Hanna, chapters on planning for health, 
recreation, and social security. 

Part five, devoted to area planning, hasa 
chapter on the National Resources Planning Board 
by Charles E. Merriam, a chapter on regional plan- 
ning by Earle S. Draper, one on state planning by 
Benjamin H. Kizer, and one on city and county 
planning by Ladislas Segoe. | 

Part six is devoted to defense planning, and 

part seven, which is a general conclusion ending QI 
with "Next Steps Forward," is also by George B. | 
Galloway. 
In a book of this kind it is inevitable that | 
there should be some overlapping and some incon- 
sistencies. The important thing is that we have 
had so many viewpoints expressed by leaders in the 
various fields in planning. WHB) 


HOUSING IN DENVER; A REPORT ON THE REAL PROPERTY 
AND LOW INCOME HOUSING AREA SURVEY. Housing Av 
thority of the City and County of Denver; James Q. 
Newton, chairman; Mrs. Dorothy W. Conrad, city 
director of the survey; Work Projects Administra- 
tion. University of Denver Reports, University of 
Denver, Denver, Colorado. June 1941. 56pp.maps, 
tables,graphs. $1.00 per year. 


AMERICA. David Cushman Coyle. National Home Lib 
rary Foundation, Washington, D.C. 1941. 9lpp. 
25¢. (A little book that every American ought to 
read, and can read because it has been sensibly 
published ata price which puts it within the reach 
of all.) 





AVAILABLE FOR DISTRIBUTION—ON REQUEST 


PLANNING FOk VIRGINIA'S FUTURE. Hugh R. Pom 
eroy, Director, Virginia State Planning Board. ( 
In the University of Virginia News Letter, 
June 15, 1941. (Dist-108) 




















